
From the Desk of the Horticulture Educator 

Gardening Fun Facts: 

 Eggplants are 
members of the 
potato family.  

 Onions, apples and 
potatoes all have the 
same taste. The 
difference in flavor is 
caused by their 
smell. Pinch your 
nose and try it – they 
will all taste sweet. 

 Broccoli and 
cauliflower are the 

only vegetables that 

are also flowers. 
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We are excited to offer a new gardening 
opportunity for the 2015 growing 
season! UW-Extension will be renting 
growing space a greenhouse located at 
the Jeffers Road Community Gardens. 
We are now accepting applications for 
the greenhouse located at the Eau 
Claire County Community Garden Site 
on Jeffers Road, just off the North 
Crossing.   

Greenhouse areas will consist of three 
vertical shelves measuring 18”x24”and 
will cost $10 per area. 

The greenhouse will be open from May 
1st through December 31st for seed 
starting and season extending, 
however but we cannot guarantee 
water availability or plowed 
roadways past October 31, 2015. 

The greenhouse will be unheated, 
and will not have electricity or 
water inside. Water can be 
accessed from the Jeffers Road 
spigots. There will be automatic 
vent openers to control the roof 
vents. We will be offering starting 

trays and seeds thanks to a generous 
donation! There will also be a seed 
starting class if there is enough interest 

Renters for this season will be the first 
notified of next season’s rentals. We 
anticipate the next rental season 
beginning earlier in the year. 

If you are interested in obtaining a 
greenhouse plot(s), call the office  
715-839-4712or visit the webpage.  
eauclaire.uwex.edu/horticulture-2/
community-gardens/ 
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Friday, May 29, 2015 5:30pm 

 Come together 

for an evening of 

gourmet delights, 

bidding on 

baskets, 

conversation and 

games around the fireplace! The main event: 

the ‘Basket’ silent auction with all sizes of 

baskets for all your needs. 

Deadline: Space is limited, so sign up early! 

Fee: $50/person – includes food and 

beverages Call 715-635-6543 or 

email info@hunthill.org  

May 19 | 5:30 until 7:30 pm | Wise Nature 

Center 

$3 for Friends, $5 for Nonmembers 

May is an exciting time for birds at the 

Reserve as migrants are moving north and 

stop at the Reserve to rest and re-fuel. Join 

a Reserve Naturalist for an after-dinner 

walk to see who we can find on the trails.  

All levels of bird enthusiasts are welcome. 

These hikes are designed for adults to 

upper elementary-aged children. Please 

note that these are two separate hikes, you 

may attend either one or both, but if 

attending both, you must register for both. 

Register here! http://tinyurl.com/ndykazp 

 

Evening Bird Hike  

“Every flower is a 

soul blossoming in 

nature.” 

~Gerard De Nerval 
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Native Plant Sale  

May 9 | 8:30 am until 1 pm | Wise Nature 

Center 

Grow your garden or yard with native plants 

from Beaver Creek Reserve's greenhouse! A 

wide variety of native grasses, herbs and 

wildflowers will be for sale along with 

gardening experts on hand to answer all your 

questions. Proceeds will help support activities 

at the Reserve.  

Ladies Night Out Barn Dance  

Saturday, May 2 7:00pm - 10:00pm  

The public is invited to join Hunt Hill and Duck 

for the Oyster to enjoy an evening barn 

dance. The dance is open to all ages and 

dances are taught beforehand, no experience 

needed! Hunt Hill volunteers and those at 

Helping Hands get in free.   

Cost for general public is: $6/person, $15/

family. No registration required.  



 
Program Fee: $5/person 

Hunt Hill Members: Free!  

 

Join Hunt Hill Audubon Sanctuary as they celebrate spring, 
Hunt Hill, nature and our community in this day-long cele-
bration.   

 

Find out more information on this page, and online at  

hunthill.org/experience-hunt-hill/prairie-fling 

Hunt Hill Audubon Sanctuary: Prairie Fling 
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Artists Booths 
To highlight the talent of the members of 
our community Hunt Hill will welcome 
around 20 artisans to display and sell their 
handmade artwork.  Educational Programs 

Chris and his live birds of prey 
will be giving two 
presentations about wildlife 
ecology in Northern 
Wisconsin.  

Wildlife Ecology with Chris Cold  

Endangered Species with the Lake Superior 
Zoo Zoomobile  

The Lake Superior Zoo is 
bringing the zoo to Hunt Hill! 
Meet some LIVE animals, 
learn about endangered 
species and the impact 
humans have on their 

Food and music too! 

Science Magic with Al Stawicki  

Al Stawicki, award winning 
“Wisconsin Science Teacher of the 
Year”, uses magic to teach science 
to students of all ages from 
kindergarten to college in an 
educational, entertaining and fun 
program. In fact, Al Stawicki’s 
magical name “PHEOC” is an 
acronym for the scientific method 
of problem, hypothesis, 
experiment, observation, and 

Besides educational programming, Prairie Fling will feature a 
variety of roaming entertainers.  

Also, what is music without delicious food?  

 Thanks to their many sponsors, their food fundraiser will feature 
a tasty and diverse menu, including the popular “Scoop Donuts!” 

Saturday, May 16 

10:00am – 4:00pm  

http://hunthill.org/experience-hunt-hill/prairie-fling/


 If your lawn needs dethatching or core aerating 

accomplish these now while the grass is growing 

rapidly due to the moist, cool spring weather. Core 

aerating is the preferred treatment for lawns on heavy 

clay soils that suffer from 

compaction, lumpiness, 

thinning and thatch.  

 Don’t roll to smooth out a 

lumpy lawn, core aerate. Rolling can compact the soil 

especially if it is heavy clay. You may need to core 

aerate again this fall if the lumpiness is severe.  

 A thin lawn can be overseeded right after core 

aerating. Alternatively, use a slit seeder to get the seed 

into the soil where it is less likely to dry out. Be sure to 

keep it watered until all the seed has germinated 

which is about two weeks for bluegrass. 

 Scout the lawn for bare patches where last year's 

crabgrass grew and then died. Rake up dead plants 

and debris and work up the soil. Sow grass seed now 

so it can fill-in and outcompete the crabgrass seed that 

will germinate soon, too. Do not use crabgrass 

preventer compounds in these areas.  

 If you choose to use a crabgrass preventer instead of 

reseeding, spot treat only problem areas rather than 

using combination fertilizers with crabgrass 

preventers. Crabgrass will not grow in shade or 

anywhere the lawn is healthy. Treatment of the entire 

lawn is therefore seldom necessary.  

 You can still start seeds indoors of Brussels sprouts, 

okra, pumpkin, cucumber, winter squash, melons, 

eggplant, pepper, and tomato. Sow vine crops in 

individual peat pots since these do not transplant well 

if roots are disturbed. 

 Outdoors you can sow seeds directly into the garden 

for beets, carrots, chard, kohlrabi, late cabbage, leaf 

lettuce, mustard, collards, turnips, radish, spinach, 

onion sets, onion seeds for bunching onions, peas, 

and potatoes.  

 Purchase and plant trees and shrubs now. Prepare 

planting holes for balled and burlapped and 

container-grown plants twice as wide as the root 

ball. Do NOT disturb the soil at the bottom of the 

hole, however, to prevent settling later on. Backfill 

with the same soil you removed - do not mix 

with soil amendments such as peatmoss. 

Wait until the end of the second year to 

fertilize new plantings. Mulch the entire 

rootzone with 4" of organic matter.  

 Crabapple and apple varieties that are not 

resistant to apple scab disease tend to get dark 

green leaf spots and drop most of their leaves 

sometime in August every year. If possible, replace 

with a resistant variety. Some Hawthornes and 

Mountain Ashes are also prone to scab. It is too late 

now to begin a fungicide program. That should be 

started when leaves are expanded only about one-

quarter inch.  

 Examine fruit trees and ornamental crabapples and 

cherries for clusters of tiny, hairy, Eastern tent 

caterpillars. Remove and destroy or prune out limbs 

where they are nesting. Or use the botanical 

insecticide B.t. (Bacillus thuringiensis) while they are 

still small.  

 Although fall is the best time to control broadleaf 

weeds like dandelions, clover, thistle, and plantain, 

herbicides containing 2,4-D or three-way herbicides 

will be beneficial now if there is a serious weed 

problem or if you need to spot treat. Wait until late 
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September to use a weed and feed product since 

that is a better time for both the weed and the 

feed treatments. 

 Watch for creeping Charlie, also called ground ivy, 

to start flowering in the lawn and garden. Hand-

weeding is very helpful but seldom completely 

controls this vigorous weed. Weedkillers 

containing 2,4-D (Weed-B-Gone and many others) 

have proven effective if applied at full bloom and 

again after the first frost. 

 Begin hardening-off frost tender plants now 

including vegetables, herbs, perennial and annual 

flowers that have been started indoors as well as 

summer flowering bulbs such as tuberous begonia, 

canna, dahlia, and caladium.  

 Plants of broccoli, cauliflower, early cabbage, 

Brussels sprouts, head lettuce, onions, and parsley 

can tolerate some frost and can be moved to the 

garden now. Select smaller rather than larger 

plants of the cole crops (broccoli, cauliflower, 

cabbage, Brussels sprouts) since overly mature 

plants exposed to low temperatures early in the 

season tend to bolt into flower too early.  

 Look for iris borer larvae tunnels in new foliage. 

Destroy by hand if infestation is light or if this is 

the first year they have been present. In older 

plantings that were not thinned last fall, dig and 

destroy infested plants. If you can find it, there is 

now a biological control product for iris borer 

control that consists of nematodes. These 

microscopic soil inhabitants prey upon the borers.  

 Fertilize perennial flowers now as growth is 

beginning. Most will only need fertilizing every 

three years and only at this time of year.  

 Fertilize roses with one tablespoon of a complete, 

low nitrogen fertilizer after pruning. Repeat monthly or 

only after the first flush of blooms sometime in June. 

Repeat later in the season only if foliage is pale.  

 Institute control recommendations for anthracnose and 

spur blight of raspberry now if diagnosed with this 

disease last year. (UWEX bulletin A2128-"Raspberry Pest 

Management For Home Gardeners".) 

 Hang phermone traps designed to attract codling moths 

in apple trees to begin monitoring them. How many are 

trapped will determine if chemical control is necessary.  

 To control broom-forming leaf-folding aphids on 

honeysuckle, prune out dried "brooms" and begin 

spraying new growth with insecticidal soap. Better yet, 

take the plunge this year and replace your honeysuckles 

with something less susceptible to pests and less 

invasive in our natural areas. 

 Examine Spindletree Euonymus and Eastern Wahoo for 

clusters of small Euonymus tent-forming caterpillars that 

will cover the tree and strip it of leaves within a couple 

of weeks if it is not controlled. While not deadly to the 

plant, repeated annual defoliation will weaken it. 

Remove, prune-out, and destroy or spray with the 

botanical insecticide B.t. (Bacillus thuringiensis) while 

the caterpillars are small. 

 Remove flowers as they fade from spring flowering bulbs 

like tulips and daffodils. Fertilize and allow the leaves to 

grow until they turn yellow and die. They are required 

for next year's flower buds to be formed. 

 Gladiolus corms may be planted now. Plant a few every 

7 - 10 days until early July to assure a continuous cutting.  

  

Gardening Tips: Continued 
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227 First Street W 

Phone: 715.839.4712 

Fax: 715.839.6277 

E-mail:  

Erin.LaFaive@co.eau-

claire.wi.us 

 

 

The University of Wis-
consin Extension provides affirmative action and equal opportunity in education, programming and employment for all 
qualified persons regardless of race, color, gender/sex, creed, disability, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, sexual 
orientation, pregnancy, marital or parental, arrest or conviction record or veteran status. If you need an interpreter, 
materials in alternate formats or other accommodations to access this program, activity or service, please contact Erin 
LaFaive at 715-839-4712 as soon as possible preceding the scheduled event so that proper arrangements can be made 
in a timely fashion. 
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“Always do your 

best. What you 

plant now, you will 

harvest later.” 

~Og Mandino 


